It is this blend of thinking and communication between specialisation in hospital and practice that is so important. In the past the recognised dental specialities have tended to operate solely from a hospital base, creating difficulties in both training for practitioners and access for patients. The inclusion of the specialist societies in the Senate should help ensure realistic development for practitioners, especially those societies with a strong general practitioner base.
Will it work? Only time will tell. Obviously, the ultimate success of the venture lies with the specialists themselves and their acceptance of common agreed standards and hopefully it will open the door to similar thinking in other areas of dentistry.
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The organisers are to be congratulated on achieving this, as history has repeatedly shown us that human beings seem to focus more on their differences than on their combined aims.
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The new Senate
